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MEARNS SYMPOSIUM 
Celebrating Dr. Linda Mearns’ 
Contributions & NSF NCAR 
Distinguished Scholar Appointment 
 
APRIL 4-5, 2024 
NSF NCAR MESA LAB 
1850 Table Mesa Drive Boulder, CO 80305 
 
Thursday, April 4 10 AM-5 PM (MT) 

• 3 PM Seminar by Dr. Mearns 
• 5 PM Distinguished Scholar Reception 
• Special Presentations by Colleagues 

 
Friday, April 5 10 AM-3 PM (MT) 

• Special Presentations by Colleagues 
 
RSPV BY MARCH 26, 2024 | HYBRID EVENT 
Join Online Via Zoom, Meeting ID: 913 9323 4713, Passcode: 64tbHQHb 

 
 
Please join us as we celebrate Linda Mearns’ far-reaching contributions and 

newly awarded NSF NCAR Distinguished Scholar appointment. We invited some 

of Linda’s colleagues to share their research and the important ways they have 

collaborated with Linda over the years. It will also include a seminar by Dr. 

Mearns, when she will accept the NSF NCAR Distinguished Scholar Award, 

followed by an opportunity to hear testimonials from participants. We will further 

honor Linda with a reception at the Mesa Lab on April 4. More Details Online 

https://goo.gl/maps/M6qwfdTiykZrm7um6
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1dZzeewhJWHVOWA50MFDQ8y9dD3EBP_BPVgZundrSLVU/edit
https://ucar-edu.zoom.us/j/91393234713?pwd=bXcxVGZ3cXhxMXQrLzVuQmRhSnFwUT09
https://ral.ucar.edu/events/2024/mearns-symposium
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Contributions & NSF NCAR Distinguished Scholar Appointment 
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BIO: Dr. Linda Mearns has been a thought leader in interdisciplinary climate 
change research for more than 40 years. As an interdisciplinary climate scientist, 
she is renowned in regional climate-change, climate-change scenario formation, 
quantifying uncertainties, and climate-change impacts on agro-ecosystems at 
NCAR since 1982. She has published over 100 peer-reviewed publications, brought 
in numerous externally funded projects, and served as a leader and inspiration to a 
generation of scientists, particularly women scientists at NCAR and beyond. Linda 
mentored a large number of scientists, both within and beyond NCAR, and 
conducted a plethora of community service. Her contributions to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) are substantial, including 
authoring reports in 1995, 2001, 2007, 2013/14 and 2021/22, both in Working 
Group (WG) I and WG II Assessments. 
 
Linda’s illustrious career has demonstrated convergent science well before this 
framework became popular in our community. She served as Director of the 
Weather and Climate Impacts Assessment Science Program (WCIASP) for 15 years 
and Director of the Regional Climate Uncertainty Program (RCUP) for three years. 
Prior to her recent retirement, she led the Regional Integrated Sciences Collective 
(RISC). She served as Director of the Institute for the Study of Society and 
Environment (ISSE) for three years ending in April 2008.   
 
Linda is highly recognized and honored by multiple professional societies. She is a 
Fellow of the American Meteorological Society, and received the American 
Association of Geographers Lifetime Achievement and Excellence in Research 
Awards in 2016.  She currently serves on the Advisory Panel of the USGCRP, is a 
member of the Board on Environmental Health (BEH) of the AMS, the NASEM 
Board of Atmospheric Sciences and Climate (BASC), and the WCRP GEWEX Core 
Project Scientific Steering Group.  These honors and invitations to high-level panels 
demonstrate the respect the international and national community has for her. She 
is currently editing a book entitled, Uncertainty in Climate Change Research: An 
Integrated Approach; and leading NCAR’s role in the Conference of Parties (COP). 
 


